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22 June  2010  

Issue 9 , Term 2  

ñT O  S E E K T RUT H A ND PE A CE ò 
K I M I H I A  T E  P O N O  M E  T E  

R A N G I M A R I E  
  
 

Dear Parents and 
Caregivers 

Last week I travelled 
to Samoa to attend 
the funeral of 
Tofamamao Afiôa. 
Tofa was a 
scholarship student 
who attended 
Roncalli in 2007. He 
was tragically killed in 
a motor vehicle 
accident on the 
Rakaia Bridge on 
June 12. 
While Tofaôs death 
was an absolute 
tragedy, with which 
so many of us are 
trying to come to 
grips, it was a real 
privilege to be able to 
attend his funeral. 
Tofaôs funeral was a 
celebration of life ï 
albeit a relatively 
short life. For a young 
man of just 21 he 
touched the hearts of 
a huge number of 
people ï including 
past-pupils and 
current pupils of 
Roncalli, to members 
of the Celtic 
community , as well as 
members of the wider 
Aoraki community.  
For me Tofaôs death 
seems premature and 
it has been a very sad 

time for all for us who 
knew him ï both here 
in New Zealand but 
more so for his family 
in Samoa. As 
Christians we are 
people of hope. 
However, it is at 
times such as this that 
we are especially 
challenged in our 
faith. I was most 
impressed and 
touched by the sense 
of faith and 
consequent message 
of hope demonstrated 
by Tofaôs family in 
Samoa.  Obviously 
they are grieving but 
they also spoke of 
their hope of Tofa 
being with the Lord 
and of their hope and 
belief of ultimately 
joining him.  
As people of faith and 
hope in this Roncalli 
community let us  

always look out for, 
encourage and pray 
for those in need: the 
sick, the grieving, the 
lonely and all those 
struggling with life.  
 

 

Gerry Fennessy 

Deputy  Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In memory of 
Tofamamao Afiôa 

 

Memorial Service for Tofa 

Afiõa, on Sunday, 4 July, 9am at 

the Sacred Heart Basilica 

 

Inside this issue 
Reflection 

Calendar  

Student Achievement 
Wellbeing at Roncalli  
Career Dates 

 

Special dates to remember:  
Á 23 June ï Musical Moments 7.30pm 

Roncalli College Hall  
Á 25 June ï End of Term 2 
Á 1 July ï Roncalli College School Ball 
Á 2 July ï Roncalli Rowing Goods & 

Services Auction, The Sail, 7.00pm 
Á 19 July ï Term 3 commences  

ñThe gem 
cannot be 
polished 
without 

friction, nor 
man be 

perfected 
without trialsò 
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Accounts for candidates entering 
standards on the National 
Qualifications Frame work  will be 
sent out early  next term. In most 

cases the cost will be $75.00. 
Application forms for financial 
assistance are available at the College 
office or on the NZQA website: 
http.www.nzqa.govt/ncea/acrp/ 
secondaryforms.html.                               
Y ou may qualify for financial 

assistance if you receive a benefit or 
hold a Community Services Card. 
Families who have more than one 
child entering, irrespective of 
income, also receive financial 
assistance.                                                  

Please return forms to the College as 
soon as possible. 
 

School Jerseys 
With the end of the term 
approaching, could parents please 

check names on their 
sonôs/daughterôs jerseys.  Some 
students in Y ear 9 have misplaced 
theirs.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCEA Financial Assistance     IPODS at Roncalli 

 

 
 
 

June 2010 

23 Musical Moments- Hall -

 Roncalli College at 7.30pm 

24-27 Elite Sports Academy ï 

Lincoln College 

25 End of Term 2 

July 2010 

1 School Ball ï Bay Hall 

2 Roncalli Rowing Goods & 

 Service Auction at The Sail, 

 7pm 

4 Memorial Service for Tofa 

 Afiôa, 9am Sacred Heart 

 Basilica 

5-7 South Island Junior Netball 

Tournament 

19 Term 3 commences 

21 Senior Conferencing 

22 St Thomas Sports Exchange-

Timaru   (including Press Cup 

Game First XV) 

August 2010 

2 Careers Expo 

4 Aoraki Junior Basketball -        

boys 

5 Aoraki Junior Basketball -          

girls 

        Australian Maths Comp 

9-13 Yr 13 OED Ski Trip 

 International Languages 

Week 

24 St Kevinôs Sports Exchange  

31 Yr 11 Retreat 

September 2010 

1 U14s Kings at Roncalli 

14-17 Yr 9 Retreats 

24 End of Term 3 

October 2010 

11 Term 4 commences 

12 Tues night tennis starts 

15 Fri night tennis starts 

26-27 Arts Festival 

28 Aoraki Junior Tennis Champs 

November 2010 

4 College Mass 

9 Yr 13 finish & Graduation 

10 Yr 11 and 12 finish 

11 NCEA Exams start 

 Aoraki Junior Volleyball 

11-12 Junior Exams 

 

 

 

 

  

Special points to remember: 
¶ 31 March -  

Special points to remember: 
¶ 31 March -  

Calendar 

 

Relief Cleaners 
 
ü Would you like to have your 

name added to our list of 
relief cleaners? 

 

ü Hours are usually 3.30 -
6.00pm.  

 
Contact Marilyn Douglas  

Or Les Cosgr ove  
on 688 6003.  

 
 

Guidelines for the use of 
IPODS   

  
1. IPods are brought to school entirely 
at the studentôs own risk and they are 
responsible for the safe keeping of 
these items . 
  
2. If an IPod is used inappropriately 
during the school day the same 

consequences will apply as for cell- 
phones, parents need to come in and 
pick it up and twice in one t erm and it 
is banned for a term. 
  
3. Parents and students have signed a 

contract with the school, taking 
responsibility for the material that is 
being listened to and v iewed on the 
IPod, that it is appropriate an d 
reasonable. This is covered by the 
current Digital Technology Policy.  
  

4. It is entirely at the discretion of the 
teacher whether an IPod can be used in 
their classroom and any  attempt to 
harass a staff member about the use of 
IPods will have the same effect as 
inappropriate use of IPods.  
  
5. Staff will agree to look at the efficacy 
of using IPods and produce some 
ev idence related to their use of IPods, 
and the advantages and disadvantages 
to the student learning.  

  
6. That the students will listen to the 
IPOD at an appropriate volume ie . it 
follows the manufacturerôs guidelines. 
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Student  Achievement 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to:  
 

¶ Roncalli College Choir  ï who 
gained the award of ñMOST 
I MPROVED CHOIRò at the Big 
Sing Secondary Schools 
Competition in Dunedin last 
week. Well done to Mrs Brien 

and the students and thanks to 
travelling supporters. 

 

 
 
Above: Left to right ï Maya Dodd,  Kirs ty 
Gordon, Angelique Kinsman obscured and 
Claire Burt singing in the ñMassed Itemò. 
 
Below:  The Roncalli College Choir. 
 

 
 

¶ The group ï Ann -Kathrin, 
Lisa -Sophie ,  and Marie -

Kristin Kuepper - calling 
themselves "Sisteract"  
were Highly  Commended for 
their performance in the 
Regional Competition of  
the Chamber Music NZ compe-
tition held at TBHS last week. 

They  were one of several groups 
of instrumentalists from secon -
dary  schools from Ashburton to 
Oamaru in the competition 
which is held annually . 

 
Below:  Sisteract 
 

 

 

Above: Roncalli College in rehearsal before their performance.  

 

¶ Well done also to Steven Marr  and Jack Sm olinski  who won awards 
at the Sm okefree R ockquest  on Saturday night.                                       
Steven Marr won the Musicianship Award. Jack Smolinskiôs group 
ñRuthlessò  won the Lyrics Award.  
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9 & 10 Service Day 

 WEDNESDAY, 21 JULY     

òLord Jesus, teach me to be generous; to 
serve you as you deserve to be served;  to 
give without counting the cost; to fight 
without heeding the wounds; to work 
without seeking rest; to spend my life 
without expecting any other reward than 
the knowledge that I am doing your holy 
will. Amen. (St  Ignatius Loyola)  

A hallmark of the Catholic faith 
tradition is a concern for t he 

common good borne out in serv ice to 
others.The benefit of this tradition is 
first to the students, but ultimately to 
society at large. On the first 
Wednesday  back next term (21 
July ) Year Nine and Ten students 
will have the opportunity to be 

involved in  Serv ice Day .              
Serv ice work can include any type of 
voluntary activity that benefits other 
people or the environment. For 
example, completing house work for 
an elderly person,  volunteering to 
mow lawns, cleaning up a local 

waterway or park area, teaching  a 
senior friend how to use a computer 
or the Internet, offering  to read to 
residents in a retirement home, 
volunteering for a community 
organisation , etc.              Students 

are able to complete their service 
either indiv idually or within a  small 
group. The work is voluntary and the 
expectation is students will spend a 
minimum of three hours engaged in 
the activ ity.                                                 
Students will select their service 

activ ities in consultation with their 
House Group teacher later this week. 

 

Students are being 

encouraged to  
THINK BIG ï PAY IT 

FORWARD- ENJOY 
THE EXPERIENCE! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Conferencing           

(Term 3 Week 1) 

 

What is conferencing?  
 
¶ Conferencing is a 3-way  

conversation between parents, 

teachers and students about what 

the student has achieved so far and 

what he/she needs to do to further 

improve.  

¶ Conferencing provides the 

opportunity to discuss the studentôs 

academic course as well as their 

goals and aspirations. 

¶ Conferencing provides parents the 

opportunity to ask specific 

questions and to work 

collaboratively with the school to 

help improve student achievement. 

¶ Conferencing is a model we have 

adopted as a school to report  on 

student progress. 

What are the schoolôs 
expectations? 
 
¶ To gain maximum benefit, we 

expect all parents and students to 

attend conferencing together at the 

scheduled time. 

When does conferencing 
take place? 
 
¶ Conferencing will be held on 

Wednesday , 21 July between 10am 

and 6pm (first week back of Term 

3).  

¶ More detailed information about 

conferencing will be posted early in 

the holidays, including how to 

schedule appointments. 

 

 

 

WAR (Wellness at 

Roncalli)                       
KEEPING THEM SAFE             
Teenagers are in between childhood 
and adulthood. They do not always 
make the right decisions and it is our 
job to set boundaries and stand firm. 
Our  job as adults is to keep them 
safe.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The world your teenager lives in can 
have sex and drugs in it. Even if you 
donôt think your teenager is involved; 
their friends may be and this can put 
them in danger of making unsafe 
choices.                                                                                                                                                       

The brainôs pre frontal cortex, 
allowing them to make good 
decisions through óseeingô the 
consequences of their behaviour is 
not fully  developed until they are 
approx 25 years old!  

¶ Know their friends; have a 
presence in their social lives ï 

drop them off and pick them up.  

¶ Know the parents ï what are 
their lifesty le choices? contact 
numbers?    

¶ Where are they  going to be? Who 

is supervising? 

¶ What are they  going to be doing?  

¶ How are they  travelling? Who is 
driv ing? Do the y  have an 

appropriate licence? 

¶ When are they  going to be home? 
Agreed rules and consequences.   

¶ What are the arrangements about 

alcohol? Did you know that 45% 
of teenagers given alcohol by 
their parents top up with a larger 
amount from elsewhere?   

¶ A lot o f dope in town is 

connected to gangs; if your 
teenager is smoking then there is 
a good chance they are hanging 
out with teenagers with gang 
affiliations.  

¶ Y our teenager needs to have a 

plan if their driver is not sober, 
there is v iolence or they feel 
threatened or frightened.  

Setting boundaries gives them a 
clear m essage that you love  
them  enough to keep them safe.               
Helplines:                                        
Alcohol and Drug Helpline             
0800 787 655 www.adanz.org.nz                                           

Parents Inc  
www.parentsinc.org.nzTeenagers are 
in between childhood and adulthood. 
They  do not always make the right 
decisions and it. (Adrienne Quertier 
Guidance Counsellor 03 688-6003  
x811 ) 

 

 

http://www.adanz.org.nz/
http://www.parentsinc.org.nz/
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TUESDAY, 6  JULY AND  

WEDNESDAY,   7  JULY                                

University of Canterbury  
Information Days are coming  up in July . 

If any  students are thinking of g oing and 

wanted to book accommodation in the 

halls of residence, the accommodation 

forms are now online. The cost is $40 per 

student or $65 per parent. This includes 

dinner, breakfast and accommodation 

(linen i ncluded). The brochures for Info 

Days will be out in about two weeks, 

however the accommodation goes very 

fast, so book now. Go to 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/infodays/a

bout2010.shtml . 

THURSDAY, 29 JULY                    

Otago University 
Information Evening            
Steve Walker, Liasion Officer will present 

to students and parents on Thursday 29 

July  , 7 .00 - 8.30pm, followed by light 

supper and informal talk at Tennis South 

Canterbury ASB Pav ilion, Benvenue 

Avenue, Timaru.                                            

If you wish to v isit Otago and see the 

accommodation again and/or learn more 

about courses, you can arrange this with 

the liaison team:                                      

Steve Walker, Liaison Officer Ο                

Tel 64 3 47 9 7375Ο                                  

Email stephen.walker@otago.ac.nz       

Cell 021 279 7375                                       

Lyn Saunders, Administrator Ο               

Tel 64 3 47 9 8247Ο                                 

Email  liaison@otago.ac.nz 

FRIDAY, 27  AUGUST                     
Study at Vic Day                          
Annual open day ï definitely the best way 

for students to find out all about Victoria 

and their programmes.       Students can 

also v isit the halls of residence. For more 

information see:  

http://www.vuw.ac.nz/srca/ 

events/study -at -vic.aspx 

CPIT  
For more information, or to book a tour of 
our campus, contact us today 0800 24 24 

RONCALLI COLLEGE  
Wellington Street  

PO Box 1 38 
 

PHONE: 
03 688 6003  

 
FAX: 

03 688 6002  
 

E-MAIL:  
office@roncalli.school.nz 

Weôre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.roncalli.school.nz  

  

  

7 6.  

Otago Polytechnic  
Take a Campus Tour and see all that 
Otago Poly technic has to offer!  
Parents and siblings are most 
welcome. Book now by  calling the 
Contact Centre on 0800 762786. 
Tours usually  run every Friday at 

11.00am, but this will depend upon 
numbers. 

 
 

 
 

Career Dates ð Term 3 and 4 

Life at Lake Karapiro 

A week living at Lake Karapiro would begin with 

a whole dayôs rest! Then on Tuesday morning 
at 6am training begins with core and a 22km 
row. The afternoon session is split into two with 
a 12km row and then 1hr session in the gym 

doing exercises for strengthening and 
conditioning. Wednesday morning is a 5km 
race and then 14km row in the afternoon. 

Thursday morning is another 22km row and 
then the afternoon is off. Friday is a 12km row 
and another gym session. Saturday begins with 

a 8km race and then a 14km row. Sunday is a 
16km power stroke session and then a 30mins 
erg. 
Other events that have been going on within 

the team is a cooking competition. Each team is 
given a day that they have to cook tea for the 
whole team where the nutritionist is the judge. 

Also we are going to start a table tennis knock-
out competition on Monday night, which is 
going to be very competitive. 

School is about 15 minutes away and most 
days we are only there from 10am-2pm with 
half an hour lunch break.  Our first day there, 
we were given a tour which took about an hour 

as the school is massive! There is an 
equestrian centre, a driving range, hockey turfs, 
swimming pool, auditorium and more. 

We have just had a Winter Series Regatta this 
weekend, which is not like a normal regatta. We 
had 4 races over the 3 days. Each race only 

has about 4 crews in it, including the U23 
crews, and each crew gets set off at different 
times. After each race, including the races we 
do during a normal week, we are given a sheet 

with our times on it. Also on the sheet is the 
prognostics which is our time compared to the 
world record given as a percentage and our aim 

is to have a higher percentage and better prog 
ïnostics each race. 
When the school holidays begin the training 

programme is going to change and we will be 
doing a lot of sprint work and we wonôt be doing 
any more 5 or 8km races. We now have just 
over 4 weeks before we leave for Prague and 

the training is just going to start getting more 
intense. This weekend we are allowed to come 
home, so Iôm looking forward to sleeping in my 

own bed for a couple of nights. 
(Louise Livesey, NZ Junior Rowing Team) 

 

FUNDRAISER  
 

�³�6�F�U�X�P�S�W�L�R�X�V����
�&�D�Q�W�H�U�E�X�U�\���5�X�J�E�\�¶�V��
Best Kept Culinary 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�V�´���5�H�F�L�S�H��

Book 
Only $10.00  
(Available through 
the school office) 

 

 
SUPPORTING 

ANDY VAN DER 

HEYDEN 
Member of the NZ 

Junior Cycling Team 

Italy 11-15 July 
2010 
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